
March 8, 2013  
  
I am the clinical director of HIV services.  It has come to my attention through one of my nurse 
care managers that there has been a change in the Medicaid formulary.  Specifically, Norvir 
tablet 100 mg has been replaced with Norvir capsule 100 mg.  
  
I have been providing HIV healthcare since 1985.  I currently oversee the care of over 400 
patients with HIV through our community health center.  When I began providing HIV 
healthcare there were no antiretroviral medications approved by the FDA.  Now there are over 
30 FDA approved medications, many of them in combination.  
  
I have witnessed a tremendous improvement in the quality of life for and survival of my 
patients through the development of new antiretroviral medications.  The FDA approved Norvir 
100 mg tablets exactly 3 years ago.  This was an important breakthrough for our patients.  The 
Norvir capsules were approved by the FDA in 1996.  It soon became apparent that they were 
not physically stable especially in warm climates.  In fact there was a temporary halt in 
production of capsules.  With few protease inhibitor options available at the time, patients 
were forced to take Norvir liquid.  This product is not palpable.  I have tasted it myself and 
agree.  In addition the capsules were difficult to swallow for many patients, often getting stuck 
in their throat.  The development of the stable tablet product addressed these concerns 
successfully. 
  
There are several antiretroviral options available in 2013.  However, many of my patients take a 
protease inhibitor-based regimen that requires pharmacologic boosting with Norvir.  The Norvir 
capsule may not be a suitable option for patients for reasons mentioned above.  Norvir liquid is 
not a suitable alternative for any patient.  I strongly encourage you to accept our requests for 
Norvir tablets through prior authorization for those who are unable to take the capsules.  
 


