
July 28th, 2020

Dear Members of the Iowa Pharmacy & Therapeutics Committee: 

We write today to urge you to add Gvoke HypoPen as a preferred medication on th Iowa 
Medicaid preferred drug list (POL) without the restriction of a prior authorization. 

Currently, the only preferred agent for the treatment of severe hypoglycemia is Glu agen, 
which is administered via intramuscular injection. Prior to administration, it must rst be 
mixed from a dry powder tablet with a diluent, since the liquid form of this glucag is not 
stable at room temperature. The Glucagen device has a total of 8 steps from start t 
administration, which in an emergency can be intimidating and overwhelming for non
medical person. In addition, this medication is only to be administered once a pers n has 
fallen unconscious. In adults who live alone, the administration of this medication n an 
emergency may not happen in time unless the adult has already dialed for emergen y 
services prior to reaching an unconscious state. For a child, if they are at school, th y must 
rely on a designated person trained on the device to administer the injection or wait for 
emergency services. 

In comparison: Gvoke HypoPen an FDA approved subcutaneous injection treatme option 
for severe hypoglycemia. Once unwrapped, it has 2 steps for administration. The cl vice is 
prefilled, the needle is attached and hidden in the device, and it as pressure activat - much 
like an epinephrine pen. Once the pen is pushed into the skin, the medication is de vered 
into the patient, and the needle guard will protect again accident needle sticks once emoved 
from the skin. Another beneficial difference between the Gvoke HypoPen's delive is the 
subcutaneous versus intramuscular injection technique. There is no additional trai ng 
necessary for caregivers or patients in terms of location appropriate sites or fear of arger IM 
needles. Any place an insulin needle or pump can be used, the Gvoke HypoPen c be used. 

While it is still recommended to call emergency services after use, one of the bigge t 
differences is that this medication can be administered while the patient is still con ious, 
prior to a niajor medical complication of severe hypoglycemia (unconsciousness, s izure ). 
Gvoke HypoPen is recommended for use in By training caregivers, friends, and sc · ol staff 
to recognize when it is appropriate to administer during times of severe hypoglyce ia, it is 
possible to treat earlier and reduce the chance of transfer to hospital after treatment ith 
severe hypoglycemia medication. 

The ease of administration is one of the largest benefits for Gvoke HypoPen. In on 
comparing glucagon emergency kit versus the Gvoke HypoPen administration, sue 
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For the reasons listed above, we are requesting the following: 

Addition to the POL without the requirement of prior authorization, Gvoke H poPen 
available for patients aged 2 and older with diabetes. 

Respectfully, 
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