
 
 Dear : 
 
We serve the poorest of the poor, like homeless people and patients who cannot be served elsewhere 
because of lack of insurance coverage. While the incidence for suicide in the general population is 
0.015 %, in ours, it is 22 to 48%. 
The incidence of psychosis in the general population is 1-3 %. Ours is 36 %. 
We serve an inordinate number of PTSD, Traumatic Brain Injury patients and serious drug addicts-
often polysubstance abusers. 
Because we were just awarded a four year research grant by the NIMH to study early onset psychosis 
with me being the lead medical investigator who has full control of the initial and follow-up choice of 
psychotropics, I have had to make a well-thought through strategy for avoiding the tragic results of 
psychosis such as PTSD (in 92% of all psychotics) and suicides. With the encouragement and 
permission of the NIMH, we are choosing depot injections as first line interventions. 
I have no financial ties whatsoever with any pharmaceutical company as I wish to not have even the 
faintest appearance of impropriety in endorsing any product. 
However, in the past eleven months of my tenure here, a startling and welcome statistic that has 
impressed this whole treatment center is that, among all the depot injections we use, Invega/Sustenna 
stands out in terms of: 
1-Patient /family satisfaction 
2-Medical and therapy staff satisfaction 
3-Total absence of a single suicide completion and 
4-Improvement in PANSS scores and Hamilton/Zung rating scores. 
The side effect profile is such that we almost never use medications like Benztropine mesylate or 
Artane at all as we do with other agents. Most importantly, the community is now referring a lot of 
their psychotics for us for this modality of treatment. 
The impact of this medication is so great that our nursing staff has committed itself to work overtime 
and with extreme assiduousness to obtain third party payor approvals and Patient Assistance Program 
approvals with a ninety percent success rates in such efforts so that we almost never turn a patient 
away. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 


