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Proprietary Name:  Banzel™ 
 
Common Name: Rufinamide      
 
PDL Category:  Anticonvulsants 
 

 
Comparable Products                                                        Preferred Drug List Status 
Felbatol®                                                                             Preferred 
Lamictal® Preferred 
Valproate                                                                         Preferred 
Topamax®                                                                       Non-Preferred 
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Indications and Usage:  Adjunctive treatment of seizures associated with Lennox-Gastaut Syndrome (LGS) in patients 4 
years and older.1 
 
Mechanism of Action: Exact mechanism of action is unknown. Principal mechanism of action is thought to be 
modulation of the activity of sodium channels .1 
 
Dosage Forms: Tablets: 200mg and 400mg 
 
Recommended Dosage: Children 4 years and older with LGS: 10mg/kg/day administered in two equally divided doses. 
Dose should be increased 10mg/kg every other day to a target dose of 45mg/kg/day or 3200mg/day, whichever is less, 
administered in two equally divided doses. Adults with LGS: 400-800mg/day administered in two equally divided doses. 
Increased by 400-800mg every 2 days to a maximum dose of 3200mg/day, administered in two equally divided 
doses.1      
 
Common Adverse Drug Reactions: Headache, dizziness, fatigue, somnolence, and nausea.1    
 
Contraindications: Patients with Familial Short QT Syndrome .1        
 
Manufacturer: Eisai Co., Ltd.       
 
Analysis: Banzel™ is an anticonvulsant indicated for the adjunctive treatment of seizures associated with LGS. No single 
drug has been shown to be highly effective for the treatment of seizures associated with LGS. Approval was based on a 
single study involving 138 patients. Banzel™ as an adjunctive therapy showed a 32% median change in total seizure 
frequency and a 42.5 % reduction in tonic-atonic seizure frequency. Lamictal®, a preferred alternative, reports a mean 
reduction of 32% for major motor seizures and 36% reduction for tonic-clonic seizure frequency. It is recommended that 
Banzel™ be added to the Preferred Drug List as a non-preferred drug since it is only indicated as an adjunctive agent.  
Confirmation of diagnosis and failure of a preferred anticonvulsant agent indicated for LGS will be needed. 
IME Recommendation:  Preferred Drug   Recommended Drug 
  Non-Preferred Drug  Non-Recommended Drug 
  Preferred Drug with Conditions 

     1. Banzel™ [package insert]. Woodcliff Lake, NJ: Eisaico Co., Ltd; 2008. 
 


