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Proprietary Name:  Altabax™      
 
Common Name:  Retapamulin Ointment 
 
PDL Category: Topical - Antibiotic 
 

 
 Preferred Drug List/ 
Comparable Products Recommended Drug List Status 
Bacitracin Ointment Preferred 
Bactroban Ointment® Preferred 
             

SSuummmmaarryy    
 

Indications and Usage:  Topical treatment of impetigo due to Staphylococcus aureus or Streptococcus pyogenes 
 
Mechanism of Action: Binds to a site on the 50S sub-unit of the bacterial ribosome resulting in the inhibition of 
bacterial protein synthesis    
 
Dosage Forms:  Ointment, 1%  
 
Recommended Dosage: Patients aged 9 months or older: Apply to affected area twice daily for 5 days 
 
Common Adverse Drug Reactions:  Application site pruritus 
 
Contraindications:  Previous hypersensitivity to any component of the product      
 
Manufacturer:  GlaxoSmithKline       
 
Analysis:  Altabax™ is the first new topical antibiotic to be introduced in nearly twenty years. With specific activity 
towards the gram positive organisms, Staphylococcus aureus and Streptococcus pyogenes, Altabax™ allows for twice 
daily dosing for five days. At the time of the product’s release, published clinical trials had only compared the clinical 
efficacy of Altabax™ to placebo. These trials reported a success rate of 84.5% for S. aureus and 90.6% for S. pyogenes. 
This compares to a clinical efficacy of 71% or 93% in two clinical trials using Bactroban® to treat impetigo. Some 
patients treated with Altabax™ in clinical trials had measurable serum levels of the active ingredient. Bactroban® has 
reported no measurable systemic absorption. Other available topical antibiotics on the Preferred Drug List have broader 
antibacterial activity against gram positive organisms than Altabax™; Bactroban® also has activity against certain gram 
negative bacteria and MRSA.  Therefore, it is more cost effective to initiate therapy with a broader spectrum topical 
antibiotic despite the more frequent dosing and longer treatment duration. It is recommended that Altabax™ be added to 
the Preferred Drug List as a non-preferred drug.  
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